
Purina and Partners Hitting the Road in Search of Pet Care Startups to Mentor

The Third Pet Care Innovation Prize is Open for Entries, Looking for Promising,
Pet Loving Entrepreneurs in Search of Support from Pet Care Category Leader

ST. LOUIS, June 25, 2018 /PRNewswire/ -- For the third time in as many years, the pet care leaders and
pet lovers at Purina are looking to invest time, money and resources in innovative early stage companies
with pet-related products and services, with no strings attached. The Pet Care Innovation Prize is a
collaborative effort led by Purina's 9 Square Ventures division in partnership with investing leaders, Active
Capital, to support and connect with early stage pet care startups that are currently in market with an
innovative business in food, nutrition, technology, play, a B2C product/service, and/or a B2B channel
solution (ie. veterinary or another pet centric channel). 

The Pet Care Innovation Prize application window is now open and will close on September 28, 2018. Up
to five finalists will receive $10,000 in cash and participate in an accelerator boot camp in Purina's
hometown of St. Louis this winter. The finalist experience concludes with a trip to pitch and exhibit at the
world's largest pet care industry trade show, Global Pet Expo, in 2019 where a Grand Prize winner will be
announced, receiving up to an additional $10,000 in cash and the potential opportunity to partner with
Purina on a project. 

"We feel a responsibility at Purina to share some of our vast resources and expertise with entrepreneurs
who share our passion for pets and commitment to innovation," said Blair Morgan, Co-Lead of Purina's 9
Square Ventures Division and Vice President of Innovation at Purina. "If the past two years have shown us
anything, it's that the pet care startup community is full of creative, passionate people with incredible ideas
to help improve the lives of pets and their owners. We look forward to hitting the road this summer to learn
about more startups that are hoping to make an impact on the industry and how we could support their
efforts."

Pet Care Innovation Prize Meetups Planned this Summer

Kicking off at SuperZoo in Las Vegas on June 26-28, the Pet Care Innovation Prize team will be hosting
events across the country this summer to engage entrepreneurs in the pet care space who are looking for
support from an international leader in pet care. Each event will include access to real time feedback from
past Pet Care Innovation Prize finalists and winners, Purina executives, and pet industry investors.

The full schedule includes:

June 26-28, 2018: Daily Pet Care meetups in the Pet Tech area at SuperZoo at 10:00 AM

August 1, 2018: New York Pet Care Innovation Prize meetup at WeWork SoHo from 6:00-8:00 PM

August 15, 2018: Chicago Pet Care Innovation Prize meetup at Centro from 6:00-8:00 PM

August 29, 2018: San Francisco Pet Care Innovation Prize meet up at IndieBio from 6:00-8:00 PM

Registration information and more details for all the events are available at:
https://petcareinnovationprize.com/events/

Pet care startups in New York, Chicago or San Francisco interested in being featured at one of the regional
events can sign up at https://petcareinnovationprize.com/events/
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events can sign up at https://petcareinnovationprize.com/events/

For entrepreneurs who are unable to attend the August events in person, a livestream of key parts of them
will be available. Find out more at https://petcareinnovationprize.com/events/

For application information, and to see what some of the past Pet Care Innovation Prize finalists and
winners are up to, visit www.petcareinnovationprize.com.

About Active Capital: 
Active Capital is a St. Louis-based impact investing leader, helping startups and investors come together to
grow innovative products and initiatives. Active Capital manages the Pet Care Innovation Prize.

About Purina
Nestlé Purina PetCare promotes responsible pet care, community involvement and the positive bond
between people and their pets. A premiere global manufacturer of pet products, Nestlé Purina PetCare is
part of Swiss-based Nestlé S.A., a global leader in nutrition, health and wellness.
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For further information: ACTIVE CAPITAL: Dan Reus, Dan@PetCareInnovationPrize.com; PURINA: Lorie Westhoff,
Lorie.Westhoff@purina.nestle.com
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