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New Survey Shows Majority of Senior Dog Owners Are Not
Aware That Their Dogs Have Reached Senior Status
Purina ONE® and Andy Cohen Team Up to Bring Awareness of Senior Dog Care

ST. LOUIS, July 23, 2019 /PRNewswire/ -- Most dog owners are unaware that at age seven their
dog is considered a senior. That fact tends to creep up on dog owners, but it is important
information to know. As dogs age, their needs change, which makes it a good time to consider
a diet that helps keep dogs active and energized in their senior years.

The 2019 Senior Dog Owner Survey by Purina ONE surveyed more than 1,000 senior dog
owners in the United States and revealed new details about how people are caring for their
dogs as they get older.  

Among the key findings:

83 percent of senior dog owners do not know when a dog is considered a senior;
Only 17 percent of those surveyed correctly identified seven as the age a dog becomes a senior with the
largest group (31 percent) thinking that age 10 is when a dog is considered a senior;
32 percent of those surveyed wished their senior dog had more energy, but among this group, only 53
percent researched ways to enhance their older dog's energy;
93 percent know their senior dog needs regular activity, but only 77 percent agree their senior dog exercises
regularly; and
A majority (58 percent) of senior dog owners were not sure if their veterinarian recommended a senior
specific dog food.

"Like many other dog owners, I was surprised to learn my dog, Wacha, is now considered a
senior dog at the age of seven," said Andy Cohen, spokesperson for Purina ONE. "So we're
making the 7-Year Switch to Purina ONE Smartblend Vibrant Maturity to keep Wacha sharp
and keep his energy levels up for many more years to come."

The survey also found that aging is one of the biggest concerns among senior dog owners (58
percent).  

"Dogs' nutritional needs start to change when they reach age seven," said Noa Hefer, Brand
Manager for Purina ONE "That's why Purina ONE Smartblend Vibrant Maturity is formulated
with enhanced botanical oils to help promote mental sharpness, and high-quality
carbohydrate sources like oat meal and whole grain wheat for healthy energy in senior dogs.
You may even see an increase in average activity level over 20 percent when you feed it to
your older dog."

See the difference that the 7-Year Switch to Purina ONE Smartblend Vibrant Maturity can
make for your senior dog. Go to http://www.PurinaONE.com/Senior to take the 28-Day
Challenge. For every new registration between June 1 and October 31, 2019, Purina ONE will
donate $1 to the Petfinder Foundation, up to $28,000 to help senior dogs.
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About Purina ONE and Nestlé Purina PetCare
Purina ONE helps support your dog's whole body health every day and throughout his lifetime,
with formulas that address his changing needs at each life stage. Purina ONE nutrition is
veterinarian recommended and proudly crafted at Purina-owned U.S. facilities.

Nestlé Purina PetCare promotes responsible pet care, community involvement and the
positive bond between people and their pets. A premiere global manufacturer of pet products,
Nestlé Purina PetCare is part of Swiss-based Nestlé S.A., a global leader in nutrition, health
and wellness.

About the Survey
Propeller Insights conducted an online survey on behalf of Purina ONE among adults ages 18+
who are U.S. senior dog owners. A total of 1,337 responses were collected between May 10
and May 15, 2019. The online surveys are not based on a probability sample and therefore no
estimate of theoretical sampling error can be calculated.
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