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Nestlé Purina Commits to $550 Million Expansion of
Northeast Georgia Pet Food Manufacturing Facility, Creating
up to 130 Additional Jobs
ATLANTA, Dec. 8, 2020 /PRNewswire/ -- Governor Brian P. Kemp today announced that Nestlé
Purina PetCare Company will invest $550 million to expand its Hartwell, Georgia, pet food
manufacturing facility, creating up to 130 jobs in Hart County. The expansion comes just one
year after the factory's grand opening in November 2019.

"It's a pleasure to see a world-renowned company like Nestlé Purina expand their operations
in the Peach State," said Governor Kemp. "Our highly skilled workforce of hardworking
Georgians has been critical to attracting new jobs and investment to every corner of the state.
I'm excited for what this will mean for Hart County and the surrounding region, and I'm
grateful for Nestlé Purina's continued investment in Georgia."

In 2017, Purina announced plans to open a wet pet food factory in Hartwell, with a
commitment to invest $320 million and employ 240 people by 2023. As a result of growing
demand for Purina's high-quality and nutritious pet care brands, the facility is expanding to
add processing, packaging and warehouse capacity, for a total of $870 million committed to
the company's Hartwell operations. This expansion in Hartwell is part of a broader growth plan
for Purina, which also includes new factories recently announced in Williamsburg Township,
Ohio, and Eden, North Carolina. Purina brands feed 49 million dogs and 66 million cats every
year, and the Hartwell location produces several of the company's flagship brands, including
Fancy Feast.

"Purina is thrilled to be expanding our operations in Hartwell," said Purina Factory Manager
Winston Silva. "Through this investment, we will continue delivering the science-based
nutrition pet lovers have come to trust for more than 90 years, with a continued commitment
to safety and sustainability in our operations. We're proud to be a part of the Hartwell
community and look forward to expanding our Purina family while also continuing to make a
positive impact for pets and people in Northeast Georgia."

With this expansion, Purina now expects to employ up to 370 people at its Hartwell facility by
the end of 2025. Purina also currently employs more than 400 people at its dry pet food
factory in Fairburn, Georgia. New jobs in Hartwell will include positions in manufacturing and
assembly from the associate level through management opportunities. Individuals interested
in career opportunities are encouraged to visit purinajobs.com/Hartwell for additional
information.

"Nestlé Purina has become an important corporate citizen in Hart County, providing significant
job opportunities and investment in our community," said Hart County Commission Chair
Joey Dorsey. "The Hart County Board of Commissioners is pleased to see Nestlé Purina
thriving and planning continuing growth in Hart County."
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"The announcement by Nestlé Purina to expand operations in Hart County is exciting news for
our community as well as the region," said Hart County Industrial Building Authority
Chairman Bill Leard. "The company not only provides excellent career opportunities, but
also has significant involvement in the local community."

Purina is committed to the community and supports local pet shelters and rescue efforts as
well as education and hunger relief programs, along with supporting other initiatives. Purina
also donated $20,000 to the Northeast Georgia Council on Domestic Violence (NGCDV) as part
of its Purple Leash Project, a partnership between Purina and national nonprofit RedRover, to
renovate the shelter's pet-friendly features. 

Senior Project Manager Barbara Fiedor represented the Georgia Department of Economic
Development's (GDEcD) Global Commerce division on this competitive project in partnership
with the Industrial Building Authority of Hart County.

"Only one year after opening their state-of-the-art facility in Hartwell, Nestlé Purina has
decided to reinvest in Georgia and in our people. As a subsidiary of Nestlé, the company joins
a long and distinguished list of Swiss businesses that have not only chosen to invest in the
state, but have become part of the fabric of their adopted communities," said GDEcD
Comissioner Pat Wilson. "As a native of northeast Georgia, this project is especially
gratifying, and I want to thank Nestlé Purina for choosing to grow in Hartwell. Additionally,
many thanks to Dwayne Dye and our economic development partners in Hart County for
helping us win this project."

About Nestlé Purina PetCare  
Nestlé Purina Pet Care creates richer lives for pets and the people who love them. Founded in
1894, Purina has helped dogs and cats live longer, healthier lives by offering scientifically
based nutritional innovations. Purina manufactures some of the world's most trusted and
popular pet care products, including Purina ONE, Pro Plan, Fancy Feast and Tidy Cats. Its more
than 8,000 U.S. associates take pride in the company's trusted pet food, treat and litter brands
that feed 49 million dogs and 66 million cats every year. More than 500 Purina scientists,
veterinarians, and pet care experts ensure the brand's commitment to unsurpassed quality
and nutrition. Purina is part of Nestlé, a global leader in Nutrition, Health and Wellness. For
more information, visit purina.com or subscribe here to get the latest Purina news.
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