
Purina And RedRover Continue Support Of Domestic Violence Survivors With Pets With
More Than $100,000 In Purple Leash Project Grants

Domestic Violence Shelters in Arizona, Missouri, Oklahoma, Iowa, Mississippi
and Tennessee to receive funding for pet-friendly upgrades from the Purple
Leash Project

ST. LOUIS, Jan. 14, 2021 /PRNewswire/ -- Purina and the nonprofit RedRover continue their commitment
to domestic abuse survivors by awarding six more Purple Leash Project grants to domestic violence
shelters across the country this winter. The latest round of Purple Leash Project grant recipients include
Sojourner Center in Maricopa County, AZ; Hope Haven of Cass County, MO; Palomar Family Justice
Center in Oklahoma County, OK; Domestic Violence Intervention Program in Johnson County, IA; Domestic
Abuse Family Shelter in Forrest County, MS and YWCA Nashville and Middle Tennessee in Davidson
County, TN. Funding ensures that services provided to domestic abuse survivors are extended to family
pets, who are often not allowed in shelters yet play a key role in whether or not a victim will leave her or his
abuser.

The Purple Leash Project is a national effort to increase the number of pet-friendly domestic abuse shelters
and provide more resources for survivors with pets. Shelters can use the grant money to complete
renovations and upgrades to their survivor services offerings that will allow people and pets to escape and
heal together. The need for increased survivor support has never been greater as domestic abuse has
continued to rise throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.

"As many nonprofits, including domestic violence service providers, have seen an increase in the need for
their services throughout the pandemic, it's critical to continue the mission of the Purple Leash Project in
supporting all of the victims of domestic abuse, including pets," said Nina Leigh Krueger, CEO and
President of Purina. "By working together with RedRover to support shelters in their journey to become pet-
friendly, we help create a better future for pets and the people who love them."

Purple Leash Project grants provide funding to make shelters pet friendly. Each grant recipient will use
those funds for projects based on their specific needs:

Sojourner Center in Maricopa County, AZ will receive $20,000 to renovate 6 rooms to be pet friendly as well as create an
outdoor pet play area.

Hope Haven of Cass County, MO was awarded $12,500 to help fund renovation and expansion of an on-site kennel
structure.

Palomar Family Justice Center in Oklahoma County, OK will receive $30,000 to build an outdoor kennel structure in
collaboration with Oklahoma Humane Society to provide immediate emergency shelter for animals affected by abuse.

Domestic Violence Intervention Program in Johnson County, IA was awarded $13,485 to create a safe and secure
outdoor pet play area.

Domestic Abuse Family Shelter in Forrest County, MS was awarded $20,000 to expand on-site housing for animal
survivors of domestic abuse.

YWCA Nashville and Middle Tennessee in Davidson County, TN will receive $20,000 to build an on-site kennel structure.

"Thanks to Purina and RedRover, we will now be able to provide immediate, emergency shelter for animals
affected by domestic violence! We will no longer have to ask a victim to wait until we can line up a
committed foster home for their animal- which unfortunately, could mean life or death for that animal and

http://www.prnewswire.com/
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3037625-1&h=3663249539&u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.purina.com%252Fabout-purina%252Fpurple-leash-project&a=Purple+Leash+Project


that victim," said Elizabeth Stoverink, Director of the Animal Advocacy Program, which is a collaborative
program of Oklahoma Humane Society and the Palomar Family Justice Center in Oklahoma County, OK.
"We are so proud of the progress we have been able to make in the Animal Advocacy Program, and we are
excited for our new partnership with Purina."

Since the Purple Leash Project launched in 2019, Purina and RedRover have gifted 21 grants totaling more
than $375,000 to help equip domestic violence shelters to receive and care for pets, leaving survivors with
more options when trying to flee a dangerous situation. With almost half of domestic violence survivors
choosing to delay leaving their abuser out of fear of what might happen to their pet if they leave, pet-friendly
domestic abuse shelters can save lives.

Currently, 48 of the 50 U.S. states have at least one pet-friendly domestic violence shelter. The Purple
Leash Project team hopes to work with domestic violence service providers in Hawaii and Rhode Island to
close the gap. In the meantime, the program will continue supporting shelters across the country to grow
the number of pet-friendly accommodations for survivors with pets.

To learn more about the Purple Leash Project, make a donation or sign up for ongoing updates,
visit PurpleLeashProject.com.

About Nestlé Purina PetCare  
Nestlé Purina PetCare creates richer lives for pets and the people who love them. Founded in 1894, Purina
has helped dogs and cats live longer, healthier lives by offering scientifically based nutritional innovations.
Purina manufactures some of the world's most trusted and popular pet care products, including Purina
ONE, Pro Plan, Fancy Feast and Tidy Cats. Our more than 8,000 U.S. associates take pride in our trusted
pet food, treat and litter brands that feed 49 million dogs and 66 million cats every year. More than 500
Purina scientists, veterinarians, and pet care experts ensure our commitment to unsurpassed quality and
nutrition.

Purina promotes responsible pet care through our scientific research, our products and our support for pet-
related organizations. Over the past five years, Purina has contributed more than $150 million towards
organizations that bring, and keep, people and pets together, as well as those that help our communities
and environment thrive.

Purina is part of Nestlé, a global leader in Nutrition, Health and Wellness. For more information,
visit purina.com or subscribe here to get the latest Purina news.

About RedRover  
Since 1987, RedRover has focused on bringing animals out of crisis and strengthening the human-animal
bond through emergency sheltering, disaster relief services, financial assistance, and education. For the
fifth consecutive year, RedRover has earned a 4-star rating from Charity Navigator, America's largest
independent charity evaluator. To learn how RedRover is creating a more compassionate world, visit
RedRover.org.
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For further information: Cassandra Pacifico, On Behalf of Purina, 412.394.6699, cassandra.pacifico@bcw-global.com, or Sheri
Madsen, RedRover, 916.429.2457 ext.310, smadsen@redrover.org
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