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Purina and RedRover Announce 2023 Purple Leash Project
Grants and Ask for Help Supporting Domestic Abuse
Survivors with Pets

More than $360,000 in Funding Will Help Domestic Violence Shelters Across the Country
Become Pet-Friendly

ST. LOUIS, Oct. 4, 2023 /PRNewswire/ -- In honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month,
Purina and the nonprofit RedRover announced the recipients of seven new Purple Leash
Project grants to help domestic violence shelters make pet-friendly renovations. This is part of
an ongoing effort to provide more resources and support for survivors of domestic abuse with
pets, who often will delay leaving an abuser if they can't take their pet with them. Today,
fewer than 20% of domestic violence shelters in the United States accept pets, and Purina and
RedRover are on a mission to change that.

"There simply aren't enough places to go with their pet, forcing many
survivors to stay with an abuser rather than leave their pet behind,"
said Nina Leigh Krueger, CEO of Purina. "Our goal is to build a future
where no one escaping abuse has to make that choice, because as pet
lovers, we know that the bond we share with our pets is special and

worth protecting."

Through the Purple Leash Project, Purina and RedRover have provided more than $1.2 million
through 46 grants to domestic violence shelters and service providers across the country
since it was founded in 2019, providing thousands of safe nights for survivors with pets. To
continue this momentum, Purina also is supporting efforts to help ensure that at least 25% of
domestic violence shelters are pet-friendly by 2025.

The most recent recipients of Purple Leash Project grants are:

The Women's Safe House in St. Louis County, Missouri  will receive $60,000 to fund a new program
called The Pet Safe House. This includes building a climate-controlled kennel that features four pet suites with
access to a secure outdoor area for pets.
Safelight Inc. in Henderson County, North Carolina  will receive $60,000 to build the organization's first-
ever onsite kennel which will allow the shelter to house dogs and cats.
F.A.I.T.H. Inc. in Rabun County, Georgia will receive $60,000 to build on-site dog and cat kennels.
Schuylkill Hope Center in Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania  will receive $60,000 to complete a pet
shelter, including electrical and water hookups as well as heating and cooling controls.
Peace at Home Family Shelter in Washington County, Arkansas  will receive $60,000 to build an on-
site pet sanctuary that includes kennel space for dogs and cats, indoor and outdoor play spaces, laundry and
grooming areas as well as pet supply storage.
Verde Valley Sanctuary in Yavapai County, Arizona will receive $60,000 to add an additional six
indoor/outdoor dog kennels to their emergency shelter and veterinary care for survivors.
180 Turning Lives Around in Monmouth County, New Jersey will receive $6,000 to support its on-site
pet housing program.

Throughout October,
Purina will match
donations made to
RedRover in support of
the Purple Leash Project,
up to $200k. 
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"Thanks in part to RedRover and Purina's Purple Leash Project grant, Peace at Home Family
Shelter will be able to build the Candy Clark Pet Sanctuary, which will provide a safe place for
survivors of domestic violence to escape abusive homes with their beloved pets," said Peace
at Home Family Shelter CEO, Teresa Mills. "Animals are not safe in homes with domestic
violence, and families fleeing abuse are often afraid to leave their pets behind in dangerous
homes. This grant will keep families with their pets, prevent animal abuse, and save lives."

The need for resources continues to grow as more domestic abuse shelters consider the
positive impact that caring for pets can have on all of the survivors in their care. And Purina is
asking pet lovers to step up and support this important work.

"There's pride in the progress that's been made, but it's not enough," said Krueger. "We are
trying to fundamentally change the landscape of domestic violence services for survivors with
pets, and we need help."

Throughout the month of October, for every donation made to RedRover in support of the
Purple Leash Project, Purina will match 100% of donations up to $200,000. Purina encourages
fellow pet lovers to help support all of the survivors of abuse, including pets, by making a
donation. Those who donate $60 or more can receive a special Purple Leash Project dog leash
or cat collar, symbolizing the important connection between survivor and pet in their journey
to heal together.

To learn more about the Purple Leash Project, donate or sign up for ongoing updates, visit
www.PurpleLeashProject.com.

If you know someone who is being abused and is ready to leave with their pet, they can find
information on pet-friendly shelters in their area at www.DomesticShelters.org. 

About Purina 
Nestlé Purina PetCare creates richer lives for pets and the people who love them. Founded in
1894, Purina has helped dogs and cats live longer, healthier lives by offering scientifically
based nutritional innovations.

Purina manufactures some of the world's most trusted and popular pet care products,
including Purina Cat Chow, Purina ONE, Pro Plan, Fancy Feast and Tidy Cats. Our more than
10,000 U.S. associates take pride in our trusted pet food, treat and litter brands that feed 46
million dogs and 68 million cats every year. More than 500 Purina scientists, veterinarians,
and pet care experts ensure our commitment to unsurpassed quality and nutrition. Purina
promotes responsible pet care through our scientific research, our products and our support
for pet-related organizations.

Over the past five years, Purina has contributed more than $150 million towards organizations
that bring, and keep, people and pets together, as well as those that help our communities
and environment thrive. Purina is part of Nestlé, a global leader in Nutrition, Health and
Wellness. For more information, visit purina.com or subscribe here to get the latest Purina
news.
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About RedRover
Founded in 1987, RedRover focuses on bringing animals out of crisis and strengthening the
human-animal bond through emergency sheltering, disaster relief services, financial
assistance, and education. Since 2012, RedRover has awarded 204 grants to shelters in 46
states, totaling more than $3.8 million. Additionally, Safe Housing grants have created the first
pet-friendly domestic violence shelter in 10 states! RedRover has earned a coveted 4-star
rating from Charity Navigator, America's largest independent charity evaluator. To learn how
RedRover is creating a more compassionate world, visit RedRover.org.
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